African-American Literature

ENGL 3674

Prof. Matt Sandler

msandler@lsu.edu

Office: 305 Allen Hall 

Hours: Tues. and Thurs. 12-130, Mon. 2-4, and by appt.

This course is a survey of African-American literature, from its first instances to present day.  We will start in the eighteenth century and end in the twenty-first, and we’ll cover mainly (but not exclusively) poetry, fiction, memoir, oratory, and criticism.  

Requirements:

You will keep your writing assignments in a portfolio that I’ll check periodically through the semester, and the tests will be take-home.  In both, you’ll want to be as inventive and individual as possible, but also to show me that you’ve learned the materials of the course.  You will have a short writing assignment every other week.  The breakdown is:

Attendance and Participation: 20%

Portfolio: 30%

Midterm: 20%

Final: 30%

Texts:

Michael S. Harper, ed.  The Vintage Book of African American Poetry.  New York: 

Vintage, 2000, 978-0375703003
William L. Andrews, ed.  Slave Narratives (College Edition).  New York: Library of 

America, 2002, 978-1931082112
Booker T. Washington [1900], W.E.B. Du Bois [1902], and James Weldon Johnson 

[1912], 3 Negro Classics.  New York: Avon, 1999, 978-0380015818
Jean Toomer, Cane [1923].  New York: Liveright, 1993, 978-0871401519
Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man [1952].  New York: Vintage, 1995, 978-0679732761 

Toni Morrison, Song of Solomon [1978].  New York: Vintage, 2004, 978-1400033423
Saul Williams, The Dead Emcee Scrolls.  New York: MTV, 2006, 978-1416516323
Names in <> represent material in .pdf on the course website


in [] represent material in the Vintage anthology


in () represent material in the Slave Narratives anthology 


in {} represent material in 3 Negro Classics

Schedule:

T Aug. 27th: Introduction

R Aug. 29th: (Gronniosaw), [Wheatley, Hammon, Banneker] 

T Sept. 1st: (Douglass)

R Sept. 3rd: (Douglass)

T Sept. 8th: Poetics of Abolition [Horton, Harper, Vashon, and Whitfield]

R Sept. 10th: Selections from Slave Narratives 

T Sept. 15th: Poetics of Reconstruction [Dunbar, Johnson] and {Johnson}

R Sept. 17th: {Du Bois}

T Sept. 22nd: {Du Bois}

R Sept. 24th: Cane 

T Sept. 29th: Cane

R Oct. 1st: NO CLASS, Fall Break

T Oct. 6th: Harlem Renaissance [McKay, G.D. Johnson, Cullen] <Hurston>

R Oct. 8th: Harlem Renaissance [Hughes, Brown, Tolson]

T Oct. 13th: Invisible Man
R Oct. 15th: Invisible Man
T Oct. 20th: Invisible Man
R Oct. 22nd: Invisible Man
T Oct. 27th: Invisible Man
R Oct. 29th: Invisible Man
T Nov. 3rd: The New American Poetry [Robert Hayden, Gwendolyn Brooks, Bob 

Kaufman] 

R Nov. 5th: Black Arts [Ishmael Reed, Haki Madhubti, Amiri Baraka, Audre Lorde, and 

Sonia Sanchez]

T Nov. 10th: Song of Solomon
R Nov. 12th:  Song of Solomon
T Nov. 17th: Song of Solomon
R Nov. 19th: Song of Solomon
T Nov. 24th: Song of Solomon
R Nov. 26th: NO CLASS, Thanksgiving
T Dec. 1st: Saul Williams, Hip-Hop, and Slam Poetry

R Dec. 3rd: Saul Williams, Hip-Hop, and Slam Poetry, Last Day of Class

